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COLLECTION OF CONTEMPORARY INDIGENOUS ART TO BE DONATED 
TO THE HEARD MUSEUM BY CHARLES AND VALERIE DIKER 

Works in collection include Jamie Okuma, Juanita Growing Thunder,  

and Rhonda Holy Bear 
 
PHOENIX, Ariz. (April 6, 2022) - The Heard Museum announced today the promised gift from 
Charles and Valerie Diker of 23 works of contemporary Indigenous art - a selection of beaded 
soft sculpture figural dolls collected over the past 25 years. These examples reflect the 
achievements of five master artists including Rhonda Holy Bear, Joyce Growing Thunder, 
Juanita Growing Thunder Fogarty, Jessa Rae Growing Thunder, and Jamie Okuma.  
 
“It is a singular collection in the world of contemporary Native art, impossible to replicate,” said 
David M. Roche, Director and CEO, in making the announcement. “The dolls reflect customary 
cultural practices including painting on hide, and sewing with porcupine quills and glass beads, 
but at such a transcendent level that they are truly world-class works of art. This gift will 
immeasurably strengthen and enhance the Heard’s collection, and we are deeply grateful to 
Chuck and Valerie Diker for their generosity.”   
 
“When we first discovered these sculptural figures, each with tiny, authentic examples of all the 
objects of Plains traditions, it was revelatory to Val and me,” noted Mr. Diker. “We could now 
appreciate the totality of Native American creative expression on an entirely different level. The 
sculptures represent the broad aesthetic of a glorious American Plains people. Because our 



figures are contemporary, they speak to us of today and tomorrow, while at the same time they 
preserve a dynamic living history. We wish to thank the leadership of the Heard Museum for 
enabling us to share these works of art with future generations.”  
 
Exhibition of the Gift of the Diker Collection to the Heard Museum 
The collection is currently on display at the Heard Museum in the Sandra Day O’Connor Gallery 
in the exhibition Grand Procession: Contemporary Plains Indian Dolls from the Collection of 
Charles and Valerie Diker. In 2010, the collection was the subject of an exhibition and 
publication produced by the Denver Art Museum. Several of the works from the Diker 
Collection were generously loaned to other museums in the United States including the Field 
Museum in Chicago, Illinois, and the Montclair Art Museum in Montclair, New Jersey. 
 
The gift will be memorialized by a new scholarly publication written by the Heard Museum’s 
Chief Curator, Diana Pardue, and others. Education programs will be organized in conjunction 
with the exhibition and the subsequent and ongoing display of works from the collection.  
 
The exhibition is featured on the Heard’s website at https://heard.org/exhibits/grand-
procession/, as well as on the Museum’s social media channels.   
 
For information about the promised gift or the exhibition:  
Erin Joyce, Creative and Marketing Director/Fine Arts Curator, Heard Museum, 602-251-0235, 
ejoyce@heard.org  
 
LOCATION: Heard Museum, 2301 N. Central Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85004 
  
About the Heard Museum  
Since its founding in 1929, the Heard Museum, a private nonprofit organization, has grown in 
size and stature to become recognized internationally for the quality of its collections, world-
class exhibitions, educational programming and unmatched festivals. Dedicated to the 
advancement of American Indian art, the Heard successfully presents the stories of American 
Indian people from a first-person perspective as well as exhibitions that showcase the beauty 
and vitality of traditional and contemporary art. The Heard Museum is supported, in part, by 
the generosity of Heard Museum members and donors, the Arizona Commission on the Arts, 
and the City of Phoenix Office of Arts and Culture. In association with the Smithsonian, the 
Heard Museum is part of a select group of museums and cultural, educational and arts 
organizations that share the Smithsonian’s resources with the nation. 
  

# # # 


